
National Mini-Basketball Competitive Programme

Guidelines for County, Regional & National Tournaments 2013
To increase participation and raise standards of performance it is essential there is consistency in the quality and organisation of tournaments.

These guidelines will help organisers to meet the aims and objectives and achieve the necessary standards.

Aims
1. To inspire a basketball generation

2. To celebrate:  
· The talent of our Mini-Basketball players

· The Mini-Basketball Values of: Friendship, Fun, Respect & Fair play

Objectives

1. To give equal emphasis to girls and boys playing basketball.

2. To encourage greater participation in Mini-Basketball

3. To improve player performance

4. To provide opportunities for leaders to experience coaching & officiating.

5. To provide a lasting legacy of basketball development

Competitive structure
· County Mini-Basketball programme

A County Mini-Basketball Programme can include any number of events involving clubs and schools and even district teams e.g. Mini youth games. Ideally this is organised by the County Basketball Association.

· Inter – County Regional Tournament


From the above County Programme the County Association is to identify and select a girl’s team and a boy’s team to represent the county at the Inter County Regional Tournament (If necessary mixed teams are permissible but would play in a boys section).

An Inter County Regional Tournament is open to teams selected to represent the county. 

County teams should consist of children from more than one club or school and be selected from a trial or mini-basketball programme promoted in the county.
Inter County Regional Tournaments are used to then select a boys & girls team to represent the Region at the National Finals 

Only in the event of a county association not running a county programme could a club or district team represent the county association in the Inter County Regional Tournament.
Please note: Clubs and schools enter at the county programme stage rather than jumping straight to the regional level. This means that the County Associations are empowered to be involved.

· National Mini-Basketball Tournaments
The National Tournaments are for regional teams. However if a region does not participate another region, based on their regional tournament participation, may be asked to provide a second team to play.

The National Tournaments will be for single gender teams (12 allowed in the squad). 

Each player plays two periods(FIBA Mini-Basketball rules). 

Time-frame for the competitive programme 

· County Mini-Basketball Festivals, Tournaments, Trials & Practices - January to March 
· Regional Mini-Basketball Tournament for County Teams & Practices - March to June
· National Mini-Basketball Tournaments: Girls - Saturday July  13th Northampton School for Boys & Boys – Saturday 20th July  Mapperley Sports Village, Nottingham 
Funding
· All tournaments should be self funding.

· Teams can be charged an entry fee of £50.

· Additional funds could be raised from refreshments, a shop, a raffle, sponsors and commercial photography such as DE Photography.
· Local sponsors could be found to provide trophies, medals & certificates.

Venue
· The venue should be a sports hall with two or three cross-court mini-basketball courts (Please contact Martin Spencer for further guidance). 
· If this is not possible the courts should be within walking distance on the same site.
· There should be a designated area outside the court area for administration and ideally a social area for spectators to include refreshments.
Format

· Format will depend on the number of courts available, the number of teams and their composition. 
· At county & regional level teams can be all boys, all girls or mixed. There should be boys and girls pools with 5 or 6 teams in a pool. There can be more than one pool for one gender. Mixed teams can play in a boy’s pool if necessary.
· The tournament should take place between 10.00am & 5.30pm

· There should be a ‘Welcome the Teams’ at the start where tournament information is given and general ‘house-keeping’ instructions. The Mini-Basketball Values of Friendship, Fun, Respect and Fair play should be emphasised.

· There should be a ‘Presentation of Awards’ at the end of the tournament.

· Where there is more than one pool for each section, time may not allow cross-over matches to give final ranking. Final ranking is not essential in a ‘Celebration’ Tournament. 
· Awards should be given to all participants and to winning teams. All ‘winners’ should receive similar awards.
· Fair play award(s) may be presented.
Programme

A programme should be published showing the Tournament title, venue & date and also include:

· a message from Mini-Basketball England

· The organising committee
· Mini-Basketball England values

· The Code of Conduct

·  The teams and their pools

· Schedule for the day

· Sponsors advertisements

· Mini-Basketball England header

· England Basketball logo

· Jimmy Jumpshot cartoon character

It is planned for a programme template to be designed and produced at England Basketball headquarters. Please contact Martin Spencer to see if this service is available.
Team rules
· Players must be from either primary school year 5 or year 6.

· Representative teams consist of children from more than one club or school.
· Selection can take place at a tournament, festival or after a series of practice/training sessions.
·  It could be decided to choose children from each school or club so that the selection is truly representative.
· All players must be registered with England Basketball. These registrations would be the same as local league junior registrations. 
· Each team would need to present their England Basketball players registration numbers on their team sheet. 
· To encourage more girls to play basketball there should be separate boys and girls sections. If mixed teams play a gender rule can be applied of at least two girls and two boys on court at one time.

· Mixed teams play in the boys section.

· FIBA Mini-Basketball rules apply with all players playing two periods of the game. 

· Periods played should be indicated on the official FIBA Mini-Basketball score-sheet.

· It is essential for teams to bring at least 10 players. 

· Squads can be 12 but only 10 players to play in one game.

· If a team has less than 10 players, the organiser can apply a fair play rule allowing the team to continue to play their games but not to consider them for the final ranking of teams.

· Where a team has less than 10 players, players with the least baskets scored play an extra period. 

Coaching & Officiating

· The National Mini-Basketball tournament provides the opportunity for aspiring performance coaches to develop towards regional coach positions at U13/U15 & U17.  
· The county & regional tournaments are an ideal opportunity to give basketball leaders experience of working with children. It is therefore recommended that young officials are used and given feedback on their performance by referee/official mentors.
· Coaching children requires special skills & ability which is very different from adult basketball coaching. The tournaments may provide an ideal opportunity to use basketball leaders particularly as part of their coach education programme.
· Young coaches & officials will need mentoring so specific mentors should be appointed.

· Young referees should work alongside a qualified/experienced official.

· All coaches & officials should demonstrate proper personal/professional behaviour at all times and be positive role models for the children and young people they are working with. 

· Coaches & officials must ensure that the children and young people are provided with a safe environment which maximises benefits and minimises risk to them.

· It is essential that all participants and particularly coaches abide by the Tournament Code of Conduct which should be made available before the event.
· If tournament expenses allow officials can be paid a fee.

Child Protection & Welfare

· Staff and volunteers working at the event must respect the rights of children and young people. All efforts must be made to ensure the welfare of all participants

· It is mandatory for all adults working at the tournament to hold a valid Enhanced CRB disclosure.
· All adult coaches and team mangers should hold a valid Enhanced CRB Disclosure.
· Staff and volunteers should promote relationships with participants and others that are based on openness, honesty, trust and respect. They must not engage in behaviour that is abusive or inappropriate. They must respond to any concerns about a child’s welfare and work in partnership with other organisations in the child’s best interest.
· All staff and volunteers must demonstrate commitment to respecting differences between staff and participants in terms of gender, race, ethnicity, disability, culture and religious belief.

· Staff and volunteers should encourage spectators to support children from the designated spectator areas and to use positive language. Parents should also be reminded to show respect to officials, staff and children.

· A Tournament Risk Assessment should be undertaken.
· A Child Welfare Officer should be appointed (Role & Responsibilities document available).
· A qualified first aider should be available at all times.

· Organisers of tournaments have a responsibility to ensure that all players have completed a registration form which includes parental consent for photographs to be taken. 

· We MUST ensure that anyone wishing to take photographs completes a camera registration form and that this information is retained and produced if the request for it is ever made.

· Tournaments should abide by the England Basketball Safeguarding Policy. The following page of the EB website contains all the Child Protection policies including guidance on the use of images http://www.englandbasketball.co.uk/articles/article.aspx?aid=38&pid=172. 

Available Documents
· FIBA Mini-Basketball Rules
· Code of conduct
· Risk Assessment example
· Event photograph registration form
· Camera registration sign
· Camera poster
· Camera sticker template
· Role of the Child Welfare Officer
· Roles & responsibilities of event staff
Martin Spencer 21st July 2012
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